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Langston Hughes Biography
February 1, 1902, was a happy year for James Hughes and Carrie Langston as their son James Mercer Langston Hughes was finally born. Sadly though, his father and mother separated immediately after his birth leaving his grandmother, Mary with the role of raising him (Bigraphy.com Editors para 2). Following the death of Mary, her grandmother, Hughes proceeded to Cleveland to stay with his mother. At this point, the works of Walt Whiteman and Carl Sandburg inspired Hughes to begin writing poems at an early age. He began writing for his school’s magazine and submitted his work to other poetry magazines but they were mostly rejected. 
Hughes finished high school in 1920 and went to Mexico to stay with his father before returning to America. His first ever printed poem, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” received a lot of praise after being printed in The Crisis magazine. He later joined Columbia University although he did not complete his studies there. At the University, he joined Harlem’s renaissance (Bigraphy.com Editors para 4; Poetry Foundation para 1). He dropped out of Columbia University in 1922 to take several jobs and finally ended up traveling to Spain, Africa and France.
1925 was a year of breakthrough for Hughes when he met Vachel Lindsay during his time as a busboy in DC. Washington. His work was so impressive to Lindsay that she began promoting it. It is this that let to "The Weary Blues", a poem of his own, to win a prize for him. He also secured a scholarship to continue with his studies at Lincoln University. His great work was noticed by Carl Van Vechten as he studied in the University. Vechten later became of great help to him as he assisted him have his book The Weary Blues published. He went on from that to publish his novel and other books (Poets.org para 1) ,and  later succumbed to prostate cancer in 1967 May 22. 
A Dream Deferred Poem Analysis 
"A Dream Deferred," by Langston Hughes is a very interesting poem written to highlight the delayed dream of an African American based on color in America. Throughout the poem, "A Dream Deferred," various stylistic devices are used by the author to show the destructive consequences of standing in the way of people's dreams. The stylistic devices employed by Langston Hughes include figurative language, diction, and sound.
The first line of the poem poses an interesting question which is answered by the sub-questions in the preceding text. Lines 2-8 which form the second stanza represent an answer to what happens to deferred dreams. The first assumption in lines 2 and 3 is: "Does it dry up/ like a raisin in the sun?" This signifies that initially the dream was lively but has now been shuttered and is lifeless. This may also mean becoming minimal or shrinking in size. The imagery created in this line corresponds to the speaker’s feelings about this whole circumstance. The image likens the drying of the dreams to the drying of raisin given the long time it has been neglected making it dry up.
Line 4 and 5 relate to the extent of pain and infection presented by the deferment of dreams. The author compares the dream to a sore on the body signifying how much the shattered dreams become part of us for the rest of our lives. Injuries that are neglected lead to serious infections and death. The author uses the word "fester" to refer to decay. This means that the pain underwent by the author decays at some point; a deferred dram is like a painful injury that begins to become infectious.
In lines 6, 7, and 8 the author signifies disgust and disaster in deferring dreams. In line 6, the author asks whether it rots like meat, signifying disgust. The author supposes that deferred dreams stink maybe like meat until cared for. The author in line 7 assesses the fate of deferred dreams, will it "crust and sugar over like a syrupy sweet?'' which means that will it cover the rot in it with a sweet external cover? The Americans' dreams of success and equality that most African Americans are denied might be what the author connotes by “sweet”. 
Hughes’s work has contributed massively and his work has ever since been printed and continues to be published in volumes globally. 










[bookmark: _GoBack]


Works Cited
Bigraphy.com Editors. "Langston Hughes." Biography, 16 Jan. 2020, www.biography.com/writer/langston-hughes. Accessed 28 June 2020.
Hughes, Langston. "Harlem by Langston Hughes." Poetry Foundation, www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46548/harlem. Accessed 28 June 2020 
Poetry Foundation. "Langston Hughes." Poetry Foundation, poetryfoundation.org/poets/langston-hughes. Accessed 28 June 2020.
Poets.org. "About Langston Hughes." Poets.org | Academy of American Poets, poets.org/poet/langston-hughes. Accessed 28 June 2020.




